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Physics studies by the Linear Collider Collaboration Physics and Detector Group [1], and
the Japanese Association of High Energy Physicists (JAHEP) [2] show a compelling physics
case for constructing an ILC at 250 GeV centre of mass energy as a Higgs factory. The
cost of such a machine is estimated to be lower by up to 40% compared to the originally
proposed ILC at 500 GeV [3]. The acceleration technology of the ILC is now well established
thanks to the experience gained from the successful construction of the European XFEL
in Hamburg. One of the unique features of a linear collider is the capability to increase
the operating energy by improving the acceleration technology and/or extending the tunnel
length. For these reasons, the Linear Collider Board strongly supports the JAHEP proposal
[4] to construct the ILC at 250 GeV in Japan and encourages the Japanese government to
give the proposal serious consideration for a timely decision.
In recent examples of similar international projects1 , the host country made the majority contribution. A natural expectation would be that the cost for the civil construction
and other infrastructure is the responsibility of the host country, while the accelerator construction should be shared appropriately. A clear expression of interest to host the machine
under these principles would enable Japan to start negotiations with international partners. It would also allow members of the international community to initiate meaningful
discussions with their own governments on possible contributions.
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Recent examples in the field close to the ILC are European XFEL and FAIR in Germany.
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